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This is a sprawling, 10,400 acre complex of fields, woods, 
and building complexes. The main administration center, located 
on Powder Mill Rd., is a series of "Maryland Georgian" style 
brick buildings, constructed early in this century. There are 
several older houses and farm complexes, of historic interest, 
located about the grounds. (See separate forms for each of 
these historic sites.) 
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This is the world's major agricultural proving ground and 
study area. Government acquisition began with the purch~se of 
475 acres in 1910. During the 1930's and '40's, a series of 
steps (many prompted by Depression-era programs) resulted in 
the concentration of the USDA experimental facilities here. 
It is especially interesting to note that much of the initial 
interest in the formation of such a facility dates back to the 
1850's, with the efforts of two of Mont. & P.G. Counties most 
famous statesmen/farmers-Francis P. Blair of "Silver Spring" 
and Charles B. Calvert of "Riversdale". 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1100 



UNITED ST ATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 

GENERAL SERVICES DIVISION 

HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND 20782 PG-: (,;J_-/lf 

Mr. Tyler Ba•tian 
Maryland Geological Survey 
Latrobe Hall 
'l'be Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland 21218 

Dear Mr. Bastian: 

P.PR Z 19~5 

Please refer to your letter of February 20, 1975. to Mr. Zane C. Smith, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Forest Service, and hi• un4ated letter 
of reply, relative to prehistoric Indian aitea at the Beltay1lle 
Agricultural &esearch Center. 

we. too. are concerned with the preservation of archeological resources 
on the beearcb Center and have been alert to the occasion.al find of 
arrowheads. We are, however, not aware of any significant findings on 
sites. 

We will appreciate receiving any specific information you may have, 
relative to abundant prehistoric Indian archeological sites at the 
Center, ao that we may further explore these locations. 

Sincerely, 

I 

Ralson B.. Rhodes 
Director 

cc: 

... _, - .. ~ --·# -

A. C. Townsend, Dir., Md. Historical Trust, Annapolis 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
Montgomery-Prince George's Short-term Congestion Relief 

Property Name: Beltsville Agricultural Research Center 
Survey No.: PG: 62-14 

Property Address U.S. 1 and Powder Mill Road. Beltsville Vicinity, Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Year Built circa 1880 circa 1930 circa 1940 

Resource Sketch Map and National Register Boundary Map: 
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PG: 62-14 

Beltsville Agricultural Research Center (BARC) 
Beltsville, Prince George's County, Maryland 

SEE HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY (HABS) FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 


